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THE FOUNDRIES AND THE GENERAL STRIKE 


From reports received the foundries of Great Britain are by’ 


no means closed down. Fair stocks of pig iron, coke and scrap 2re 


available, but a certain amount of difficulty is being experienced 


in getting the castings away from the Works. Obviously, if the 


strike lasts any length of time all foundry work must stop. It is, 


however, recognised that this is a key industry, and we urge all 


foundries to conserve their resources in order that they may be 


in 2 position to supply urgent breakdown jobs. Ths machinery of 


the country is largely being run by volunteer labour, and breakdowns 


of essential parts of machinery can be anticipated. The Trades 


Union Congress has not called out the operatives in the building 


industry, and a number of foundries are continuing the making of 


gutters, fall-pipes, and the like. 


However, many of the light 


castings foundries, so far as can be ascertained, are shut down. 
THE FOUNDRY TRADE JOURNAL has never in the past expressed any 
views on controversial political matters, but it is not to the 


advantage of this country or civilisation that the technical press 


should cease publication. Enlightened thought on both sides insists 


that it is by technical improvement that a higher standard of living 


is to be achieved. Technical advancement has contributed the major 


portion of what constitutes modern civilisation and it, in the long 


run will solve the present mining and analogous questions. With 
these thoughts in our minds we make no apology for presenting 


the JOURNAL in its present form. 
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2. 
THE FOUNDRY EXHIBITION AND LONDON CONFERENCE, 


A Council meeting of the Foundry Trades Equipment and Supplies 
Association has been called for next Wednesday, for the purpose of 
deciding whether or not it is desirable to postpone the Inter- 
national Foundry Trades Exhibition which is due to be held at the 
Agricultural Hall from June 10 to 19. Unless a settlement is 
quickly forthcoming, it will be difficult to ensure the arrival of 
the various machines from the manufacturing centres by that time 
and a postponement seems inevitable. 


The London Convention of the Institute of British Foundrymen 
will probably be postponed to be contemporaneous with the Exhibition. 


UTILISING PROFITABLY ENFORCED IDLENESS. 


Though some foundries are still working, any serious prolong- 
ation of the plesent industrial disturbance will undoubtedly cause 
a general closing. We offer the following niin for consid- 
eration during this period:- 


Re-design your Foundry. It may save time, at a time when 
time is more precious. 


Clear up the shop, and if you have doubts as to whether any 
machine or tool should be kept, scrap it. A better one is available 
and will be forthcoming when wanted. 


Draw up the rules and regulations for the conduct of a 
technical dircctorate, council, or committee for your Foundry. 


Read those tack numbers of the JOURNAL which you have marked for 
e-stuay. The works of Chevenard, Turner, Desch,Hatfield,Fletcher, 
Coox, Hurst, Smalley, RNonceray, Piwowarski, Primrose, the Longden 
Brothers, to cite but a few, are well worth intensive study. 


See if internal transport in your Foundry cannot be improved. 


Methodically plan out your repetition jobs, giving every 
core its “mono-mark", and describe by drawing and reading matter, 
its detailed manvfacture. A minimum benefit is the formation of 
a basis for discussion, 


Send out enquiries for extension projects, and new plant. You 
will learn much and it may be the expenditure will be advantageous. 
In any case it creates a better business atmosphere. 

Draw up a schedule of the minimum spare parts to be maintained 
in the Foundry. 


The Council of the Association Technique de Fonderie recommend 
the election of Monsieur Leon Thomas as President to succeed Monsieur 
Emile Ramas,who has been Chairman for the last five years. Monsieur 
Thomas is connected with the Citroén concern, 


During March America manufactured 379,769 passenger motor 
cars. it is the second largest monthly production on record, 
The Annval Meeting of the German Foundry Experts (Verein 
Deutscher Giessereifachleute E.V.) is to be held from June 4 to 
June 6 in Berlin. Herrn Reitmeister, Schulz, Piwowerksi and 
Sipp are presenting papers. 


Sixty Los Angeles jobbing foundries are submitting the 
costing systems to en expert common auditor, with the object of 
standardisation of method. 
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3. 
A_POSTPONEMENT 


The Iron and Steel Institute meeting which was to be held on 
May 6 and f has been postponed. An interesting programzue had been 
arranged, including the induction of the new gaa Sir W.Peter 
Rylands, and the presentation of sixteen pavers 


FACTORY REGULATIONS 


H.M.Medical Inspector of Factories (Dr.John C.Bridge) informs 
us that a soaking in a5 per cent Lysol solution for half an hour 
and subsequent washing in water is a suitable method for the disin- 
fection of sand-blast helmets. 


CONDITIONS IN TES jNDUSTRIAL CENTRES. 


orts from all districts show &@ seneral sus sgension in the 
heavy iron and steel trades. The blust furnaces nave been damped 
down. [he price of pig-iron, hovever, is very firm although the 
stocks at the furnaces are generally light. 


Non-ferrous metals have changed cut littie in price for both 
vrompt future business, the fluctuations being o slight dcwnvara 
tendency. standard cash coovss at 256.10.0. per ton is 12/6 doun 
on the week. Standard tin «ut £272 is 45/- down. soft foreign lend 
is 6/4 cheaver at £27.18.9, whiist ordinary sceiter has declined 
10/- to £31.18.9. Some sections of the engineering industry arc 


well employed and discontinuity will come from an inability, to 
clear stheke. or from a shortage of power or raw materials, rathew 
than from lack of operatives. 


Brass foundries in some districts have been able to keen going. 


ir, W.Jolley, foundry manager to the Metropolitan Vickers 
imited has suceseded Mr. R.O.Stubbs as president of the 
Junior section (Lancashire) of the Institute of British Foundrymen. 
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aulkner has been elected Chairman of the Foundry 
s and Equipment Association Limited. 


liv.D.H.Wood has been re-elected Chairman of Birmingham Coventry 
und West Midlands Branch of the Institute of Britien foundrymen 
and Mr. F.K.Neath replaces Mr.H.Roe as Honorary Secretary 


GENERAL STRIKE DON'TS. 


Lon't dismiss any member of your steff until definitely nec- 
essary. There are too many unemployed. 
J 


Don’t prevent your staff from becoming volunteers in the 
Government Service. 


Don't hesitate to call on a neighbouring competitor to see if 
you cun heip him along. Hs may be able to reciprocate. 


Don't allow rumour-mongering in the 


Don't let the men go home dirty. Signs of honest toil are 
discount in certain quarters. 


Don't hesitate to send a cup of tea to the pickets. 


Mir.V.C.F 
Trades Supplie 
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